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From the Shepherd's Heart ... 
  
Summer Brings Opportunities for Growth at WIPC 
  
These are exciting days for West Isle Presbyterian Church. I am 
reminded of God's promise to the church at Philippi though the Apostle 
Paul when he writes, "... being confident of this, that He who began a 
good work in you will bring it to completion until the day of Christ Jesus." 
(Philippians 1:6) 
  
For WIPC, these are days of a new mission, ministry, and educational 
opportunities: the Island Men's Fellowship, new Adult Sunday Bible Study Class, Pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land, and Vacation Bible School. With each of these come new opportunities for spiritual 
growth and service. Additionally, the church gains new visibility in the community, such as we did at 
Easter-with 325 people attending Easter worship, children's Sunday school, and the Easter Egg 
Hunt.  
  
What can we do to continue the momentum as we move into summer? We do what we do best-
invite new people into our dynamic fellowship. We've ordered new business cards to hand out to 
guests-and will have them available soon for you to pass along. 
  
Just as a growing number of snowbirds join us for worship and fellowship during the winter months, 
our attendance swells during the summer months as we are blessed with many visitors from the 
mainland and a greater presence of regular attenders. Here is our opportunity to intentionally 
welcome and invite them to join in what God is doing at WIPC! 
  
I know you heard the joy filled comments of our Easter guests who were gushing over the worship 
experience at WIPC. Indeed, may all who experience the reality of God's presence among us 
respond with the deep feelings of appreciation like the Apostle Paul did for the Philippian church 
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when he wrote, "I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always 
pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident 
of this, that He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus." (Philippians 1:3-6) 
  
Yours & His, 
  

Dr. Bob 

   
 

      

From the Pastor's Wife ... 
  
  

Remember the saying "April showers bring May 

flowers.".... a common rhyme that often was 

spoken while admiring someone else's hard work in 

cultivating, nurturing, and growing beautiful flowers 

and shrubs for themselves and others to enjoy? 

  
I've so admired the work of others and have wished that I could have the 
ability to see success in anything that I tried to grow. Unfortunately, in 
years past, I haven't had that green thumb-despite having grown up with a 
mother who had two "green hands." Gardening was not something that 
was in my DNA and I accepted that ... 
  
Fast forward 20 years ... I'm still admiring the flowers around town, but 
now I find that I'm very much exposed to gardens of fresh vegetables, 
citrus trees, tropical plants, and more. I've been blessed to have "green-
thumb" friends who have shared their garden produce with me and 
spoiled me on the exceptional taste of "home-grown" treats.  
  
My son is very much into organic everything and I, too, prefer organic and 
locally-grown veggies when available. Here on the island, though, such 
fine fair is limited and with the only Farmers' Market being open only on 
Sunday mornings ... well, it's just not the priority for my Sunday morning!  
  
So what does my brain start talking about? Growing my own veggies. 
"Yeah, right," I tell myself. "With very limited yard space and two large 
dogs who run everywhere, it'll never work." 
  
"What about a raised bed?" I ask. "I could do that-but who will build it?" 
Another dead end.  
  
But wait ... There's another option. It's called "City Pickers." It's a patio 
garden kit that comes complete with instructions and a planting guide. It's 
practically fool-proof! It even offers a video showing how successful others 
have been with filming the growth process over the weeks and months, 
etc. There is hope for me after all! How could I go wrong? I got so excited, 
I went out and bought three of these City Pickers and planted them with 
tomatoes, cucumber, zucchini, and purple peppers-along with some 
marigold and begonia seedlings. I'm so excited. At last, I might see some 
gardening success. 
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May Greeters   

  
May 4 

Maxine Alfei & Boots Galli 
  

May 11  
(Mother's Day) 

to be determined 
  

May 18 
Maxine Alfei & Boots Galli 

  
May 25 

Tom & Janice Hendrix 
 _______________ 

   
May Communion 

Servers  

  
May 4 

to be determined 
_______________ 

   
May Birthdays 

   

  
5-Lisa Gentry 

9-Jimmy Choate 
10-Sally Cannon 
12-Beth Bullock 
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And then I start reflecting ... "Do I really have the ability to make this 
work?" I wonder ... again. I can't help but think of the many times in my life 
that I have truly missed out on some of life's experiences because I felt I 
wasn't able enough-which often translates into feeling that I'm not good 
enough, smart enough, disciplined enough, strong enough, etc. Then, too, 
there is the fear of failure that has plagued me from childhood, withholding 
me from the growth that comes from loss, defeat, and rejection. 
  
I often reflect on how amazing it is that I've survived this long despite 
some unbelievable obstacles that have come my way. And yet, faith is 
NOT about overcoming obstacles; it is about experiencing them. Am I 
finally experiencing more freedom in allowing God to work more freely in 
my life and to use me at His will? I believe so. It has to be the "defeats" in 
life that humanly plague us that God uses to transform us into the image 
he has for us. Isn't that what this "Faith Walk" of ours is all about?  
  
I know my own heart's desire is a daily death to self and a full life in 
Jesus. It's shameful to think of what I've missed out on by doing the exact 
opposite all those years by being so "self-"centered, allowing my mind to 
be used against God instead of for Him. I actually shut God out by 
believing I wasn't able or good enough for Him. But God doesn't ask about 
our ability or inability. He asks only for our availability. 
  
Will my gardening be a success? Only God knows-but at least today, I am 
now willing to try. There will always be challenges, and by His grace, we 
know they come with love. 
  
Gardening God's Way   
Plant 3 rows of Squash-squash gossip, squash 
criticism, squash indifference. 
  
Plant 3 rows of Peas-purity, patience, 
perseverance. 
  
Plant 4 rows of Lettuce-let us be kind, let us be 
faithful, let us be obedient, let us love one another. 
  
No garden is complete without Turnips-turn up for meetings, turn up for 
service, turn up for worship, turn up to lend a helping hand.  
  
To conclude our planting, we must have Thyme-thyme for God, thyme for 
study, thyme for prayer. 
  
Water freely with patience and cultivate with love.  
 
Happy Planting! 

  

Beth 

  
  

12-Ann Cook 
12-Ronnie Stone 

13-Crystal Tolentino 
16-Tim Ekberg  

_______________ 

   

Happy Anniversary 

  

  
20-Darlene & Lance Stewart 

27-Betty & Brooks Tutor 
_______________ 

   
May Holidays 

  
11-Mother's Day 

 
17-Armed Forces Day 

  
26-Memorial Day 

  
_______________ 

  
OUR CORE VALUES 

  
* We value the Lordship  

of Christ as the Head 

 of the church and the 
center of our lives. 

  
* We value a Christ-

centered church where 
Biblical values are taught, 

nurtured, and lived in 
everyday life.    

  



  
The Cross Wall Dedication 

  
West Isle's new Cross Wall was dedicated on Palm 
Sunday (April 13) with our first cross: a beautiful cross 
handmade from a Galveston oak tree that was 
destroyed by Hurricane Ike. The cross is from the S-
O-L-A-S (Signs of Love and Salvation) collection of 
handmade crosses. 
  
The Cross Wall is a project that will grow and change 

over many months and years as our members and friends add crosses to 
honor and memorialize loved ones and special occasions in their lives 
and the life of our church. Many of us have witnessed the beauty and 
awe-inspiring message of what a cross wall can-and does-bring to a 
church community. There are thousands of churches across the world 
who have "walls of crosses" that have special sentiments to parishioners 
and visitors alike. 
  
For many folks in our church who have participated in building cross walls 
in the past, it was a dream for our church to do the same thing. And as 
God would have it, the revised choir area turned out to be a perfect 
opportunity to launch this project. And yes, it is a project. West Isle's 
Session voted to implement a Cross Wall with the initial cross that now 
graces our sanctuary so stunningly.  
  
As we learned from talking to other churches, this project requires certain 
criteria for the wall to look its best. Size requirements for crosses to be 
donated have been determined (crosses should be between 8" and 20" in 
height) to help the flow of the art. There are things the cross wall should 
be and should not be. I'm sure you will all agree that velvet, macaroni, tie 
dye, crocheted, toothpicks, candy, macramé, and the like are not the look 
that is best for our Cross Wall. Donated crosses should be a reflection of 
YOU. Whether it be in memory of someone; to acknowledge a marriage, 
birthday, christening, baptism; one's salvation; one's church membership; 
or just because you want to beautify the church ... let your cross be 
something you are proud of and humbly offer as your best to Gods' 
house.  
  
To maintain balance, crosses will be placed on the wall six at a time. The 
first group of crosses will be added to the wall the latter part of May or first 
of June. We look forward to hanging your cross on the wall and 
acknowledging your gift during worship service and/or in the bulletin and 
newsletter.  
  
If you should have any questions, please feel free to contact Beth Bullock 
at (409) 771-8010 or BethMBullock@aol.com or Beth Shriner at (409) 
599-0639 or bethshriner@hotmail.com. 
  
   

  
  

* We value Christian 
fellowship where  
the love of Christ  

is practiced in all its 
dimensions.  

  
* We value evangelism  
to bring everyone into 

God's family.  
  

* We value faithful, 
responsible stewardship  

of all that God  

has given to us. 

  

_______________  

   
West Isle 

Presbyterian Church 

  
VOTED 

BEST CHURCH SERVICE 

  
Island Magazine 

2013 

_______________ 
  

Member Directory 
Updates 

   
To update your information, call 
or email Sally Cannon at (785) 

806-2019 or 
sally@onmyown.com. 

  
_______________ 

   
Flowers may be given 

 in honor or memory of a 
loved one. Please sign 

up in the Fellowship Hall. 
_______________ 

  

    
Please have all praises 
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THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES 
  

Thank you for your service and 

donations in making Easter 2014 a 

special occasion. More than 325 

people attended Easter Service and 

many kids enjoyed the Children's 

Bible Study and Easter Egg Hunt. 

(photos by Barbara Hankins) 

  

 

 

and prayer requests  
in by 5 p.m. Mondays for 
Tuesdays' distribution.  
All prayer requests are 
removed after 4 weeks 

unless updates are 
received to continue. 

_______________ 

  

   West Isle mugs 

on sale now ... 

  
* On sale now  

for $5 each 
* Complimentary gift 
 to first-time visitors 
_______________ 

  

  Current Movies 

  
  

God's NOT Dead! 
now showing * 

  



   

______________________________ 
  

Special Guests on Palm Sunday  
  
  
  
Hal and DJ Newsom brought some 
special guests, a camel and donkey, to 
West Isle Presbyterian Church on Palm 
Sunday.  
Dr. Bob even got a kiss from the camel, 
who tends to like men ... (photos by DJ 
Newsom) 

  

  

  

Noah 
now showing * 

  

Heaven is for Real 
now showing in 

Friendswood 
  

* now showing in Galveston 

at Premiere Cinema 11 

(as of 4/29/14)  
  

_______________ 

  
 



  

______________________________ 
  

Special Guests from Friendswood, Texas 
  
  
 A wonderful group of women, the 
Friendswood Bible Study Buddies, joined 
us for worship service and our potluck 
brunch on Sunday, April 27. It was a 
pleasure to meet them--and we hope they 
join us again soon! 

  
  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

   
* Worship Service--every Sunday at 10 a.m. 
in Sanctuary 
  
* Adult Sunday School--every Sunday at 9 
a.m. in Fellowship Hall; studying Max 
Lucado's Grace Bible study (no class on 
May 4 or 11) 
  
* Choir Practice--every Sunday at 8:45 a.m. 
in Sanctuary 
  
* Communion--1st Sunday of each month 

  
* Group Bible Study: Living Into the Life of Jesus--1st & 3rd Sundays  
at 11:30 a.m  in Fellowship Hall 

  
* Island Men's Fellowship (IMF)--every Thursday at 7:30 a.m. at 
Galveston Country Club 
  
* New Members Class--Spring & Fall | contact Dr. Bob Bullock 
  
* Potluck Brunch--Sunday, May 25; last Sunday of each month following 
worship service in Fellowship Hall 
  
* Session Meeting--2nd Sunday of each month following worship service 
in Fellowship Hall (No Session Meeting in May) 
  
* Stephen Ministries--contact Beth Bullock 
  



* Women's Bible Study: Book of Acts  
-- 
postponed until further notice 
   

  
  

Adult Bible Studies 
  

Living Into the Life of Jesus-- 
Group Bible Study meets 1st & 3rd Sundays 
  
Founder of Renovare' and prolific writer, Richard Foster, 
states, "Jesus was continually offending the religious  
professionals of his day because he broke their rules 
and moved outside the lines of convention. He forgave 
transgressors and criticized the 'obedient.' You see, the 
condition of our hearts is much more important to Jesus 
than how well we play by the rules." 

  
Indeed, Jesus taught that the key to spiritual transformation is inner heart 
transformation. Such is the work of the Holy Spirit as He makes God's 
Word come alive in our hearts and minds. 
  
Join us for this life-changing study as we focus on the book, Living Into 
the Life of Jesus: The Formation of Christian Character by Klauss 
Issler. We'll meet on the first and third Sundays of each month following 
worship and fellowship time.  

  
Meets 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month in Fellowship Hall 

  
__________________________________________________ 

   

  

Grace: More Than We Deserve, Greater Than We 
Imagine begins May 18 
  

 We'll begin studying Grace: More Than We 

Deserve, Greater Than We Imagine by Max Lucado 

on May 18. 
Grace gives you the freedom to love the unlovable and 
forgive the unforgivable because you know how much 
you are loved--and how much you've been forgiven.  

  
In Grace: More Than We Deserve, Greater Than We Imagine, Lucado 
calls readers back to consider the abundant richness of God's offer. It's  
an offer to live a changed life, a call to genuine transformations and the 
courage to see it through. Don't let grace pass you by. When you let it in,  
it will rock your world and change your heart. 
This is a six-week study and includes a short message each week on 
 DVD from Lucado. Tom Hendrix and Nancy Attaway will be the 
facilitators. Classes begin April 27, and will meet every Sunday morning at 
9 a.m.  
before the worship service.  



  
Begins Sunday, May 18, at 9 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 
  

__________________________________________________ 
   

Island Men's Fellowship (IMF) 
  
Join men from all parts of the island as 
we enjoy food, fellowship, and faith! 
  
Thursdays at 7:30 a.m. 
Galveston Country Club 
  
Bring a friend, enjoy breakfast, and share 
devotional thoughts. 
  

    Call Tommy Weathersbee for details  
    at (817) 475-6505. 

  
  

 

 * Bible Story-Telling * Games * Activities * Crafts *  

* Bible Lessons * Petting Zoo on June 13 | Volunteers Needed! 

  

You're Invited ... to Vacation Bible School 
* Where Kids Discover God's Love * 

  
WHO:  Kids aged 3 to 12 

WHAT:  Vacation Bible School featuring  
Gospel Light's SonTreasure Island 

WHEN:  Monday, June 9 thru Friday, June 13, 2014 

9 a.m. to noon 

WHERE:  West Isle Presbyterian Church  

13274 Stewart Road, Galveston, TX 77554 

  
REGISTER TODAY! 
1. Forms available in church. 



2. Online registration at http://westislevbs.eventbrite.com 

3. Contact Sally at sally@onmyown.com or (785) 806-
2019 (cell) 

______________________________ 
 

   

We need your help! We're looking for adults to help plan, set up, 

and teach during Vacation Bible School. And we're looking for 

teens to help during VBS. If you are 12 or older, please join us 

in making this a fun event for kids on the island.  

  

Our next meeting will be on Friday, May 16, at 11 a.m. in 

the Fellowship Hall.  

  

For more information, contact Nancy Attaway at (713) 306-7110 

or nattaway2@gmail.com or Sally Cannon at 

sally@onmyown.com or (785) 806-2019. 

  

  
  

   

  Potluck Luncheon  
  
  Sunday, May 25, 2014 
  
  Grab your recipe book, make your favorite dish, 
  and share it with everyone on the last Sunday  
  of each month.  
  

SLOW COOKER BOURBON CHICKEN 
  
4 boneless, skinless chicken breasts 
1/2 teaspoon minced garlic 
1/4 teaspoon ground ginger 
1/4 teaspoon crushed red pepper flakes 
1/4 cup apple juice 
1/4 cup light brown sugar 
2 tablespoons ketchup 
1 tablespoon apple cider vinegar 
1/2 cup water 
1/3 cup low-sodium soy sauce 
1/4 cup cornstarch 
  
1. Place chicken breasts in bottom of slow cooker.  
2. In medium-sized mixing bowl, combine garlic, ginger, red pepper flakes, 
apple juice, brown sugar, ketchup, apple cider vinegar, water and soy 
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sauce. Pour sauce on top of chicken.   
3. Place lid on slow cooker and cook on low heat for 6 to 8 hours.  
4. Remove chicken and shred or cut into chunks.  
5. In small bowl, mix together cornstarch with 1/4 cup of sauce from crock 
pot. Whisk together and pour back into crock pot to thicken sauce. 
6. Return chicken to slow cooker and let warm until ready to serve. Serve 
over rice and garnish with additional red pepper flakes. 
  
To submit your own recipes to share, please email to 
sally@onmyown.com.  

  

Church Contacts 
   
* New Members--Dr. Bob Bullock | (404) 583-1902 | bbullockjr@westislepres.org 
* Choir--Angelo Tolentino | (409) 256-7729 | angelo@musician.org 
* Worship--Angelo Tolentino | (409) 256-7729 | angelo@musician.org 
* Ministry--Mary Pafford | (713) 468-0457 | mcpafford@sbcglobal.net 
* Denominational Relations--Louie Davis | (713) 962-2349 | louis.davis@bakermckenzie.com 
* Mission--Tommy Weathersbee | (817) 475-6505 | tommyweathersbee@gmail.com  
  
* Bulletins--Esther Sjostrom | (409) 771-6466 | esther.sjostrom@yahoo.com 
* Newsletter--Sally Cannon | (785) 806-2019 | sally@cannonacademy.com 
* Website--Barbara Hankins | (409) 789-8077 | bhankins2@comcast.net 
* Sermon CDs--Crystal Tolentino | (409) 939-9619 | crystalnicole@gmail.com 
  
* Education--Nancy Attaway | (409) 974-4870 | nattaway2@gmail.com 
* Women's Bible Study--Terry Peterek | (409) 789-9565 | tspeterek@yahoo.com 
* Stephen Ministries--Beth Bullock | (409) 771-8010 | BethMBullock@aol.com 
  
* Treasurer--Mike Shriner | (409) 682-4355 | mkshriner@msn.com 
* Strategic Planning--Barbara Hankins | (409) 789-8077 | bhankins2@comcast.net 
  
* Clerk of Session--Louie Davis | (713) 962-2349 | louis.davis@bakermckenzie.com 
* Buildings & Grounds & Sexton--Tim Ekberg | (409) 737-9455 | retiredfirelt@att.net 
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